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-- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 This initiative includes senior staff and a specially designated rural point person in each of our ten regional offices to
respond to rural provider inquiries and concerns, and we are proceeding with demonstration projects to expand telemedicine in Medicare. We are
all committed to ensuring rural beneficiaries continued access to quality care and we want to work with Congress to make addi-tional adjustments
that may be necessary to ensure that rural pro-viders can continue to provide beneficiaries with access to the high quality care they deserve. I thank
you for this opportunity to discuss our eBorts to help rural providers and beneficiaries, and I would be happy to partici-pate in the discussion. I
guess I provided written testimony for the record. Thank you very much. OCHRAN Senator C. Thank you, Dr. Berenson. Your written testi-mony will
be included in the transcript of the hearing in full. Thank you. The statement follows: P S R A. BERENSON REPARED TATEMENT OF OBERT Chairman
Cochran, Senator Kohl, thank you for inviting me to be here today to discuss our eBorts to support hospitals in Americas rural areas. We understand
that rural providers face unique challenges in serving the medical needs of their beneficiaries, and helping them is a high priority for us. Rural
hospitals tend to be smaller, have diBiculty attracting and keeping health care professionals, and they are more dependent on Medicare patients.
About one in four Medicare beneficiaries live in rural America, and...
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