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Forgotten Books, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Southern
Literary Messenger, Vol. 29: Devoted to Every Department of Literature and the Fine Arts That modern philosophy begins with David Home is
universally admitted; that it ends with Sir William Hamilton will not be allowed by those who see in his system only a new line of railway to
infidelity, but it is firmly maintained by a majority of his pupils, and by most of those who profess to have mastered his method. Unfortunately, it is
not very easy to scrape an acquaintance with that method. A great thinker and an incessant reader, Sir William Hamilton had a mortal hatred of the
pen. His prodigious learning was utterly unable to crush bis power of thought, but learning and thought combined to cripple the faculty of
composition. If ever he made a remark his erudition reminded him that a thousand previous remarks had been made which had some relation to
his own, and he could not resist the opportunity of tracing the stream of thought from age to age, until finally it welled up in a particular form into
his own consciousness. Then he must not only trace the history of the idea, he must also trace the history of the words in which it was conveyed, and
attack somebody in passing for a curious mistake as to the language of the Aristotelians, this mistake being a signal proof of the degradation of the
particular University to which the sinner belongs, and a capital excuse for digressing into a discussion of University training in general. While he was
thus hampered in the act of composition by the suggestions of a too abtrusive memory, he was also hampered by the demands...
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