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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
***** Excerpt from An Elementary Treatise on Variable Quantities, in Two Parts, Vol. 1 of 2: The Direct and Inverse The subject of this work is the
same as that of the Differential and Integral Calculus, but parts of it are treated somewhat differently, especially the fundamental principles; and
these, it is believed, are made so clear that any ordinary algebraic student can readily comprehend them. In regard to a variable quantity, it is taken
to mean as qualified - that is, its value is subject to a continual change, either increasing or decreasing. Now this being the case, it is evident that its
value must have some rate of increase or decrease, uniform or variable, according to governing conditions. Upon this theory this work is founded,
and it is hoped it so clears the way that it can be understandingly followed by those who are so inclined. How is it in regard to a differential, so
called, and the process of finding it? First an increment is added to the variable, and finally, in order to obtain what is sought, this increment is made
equal to zero and to something at the same time - the something being taken as the differential of the variable. No wonder the student becomes
nonplussed, for it is very difficult to conceive how even an infinitesimal, or the last assignable value of a quantity and zero can be identical. Being
confronted by such a dilemma, he either has to accept the doctor s diagnosis or give the matter up in disgust. Let it not be imagined that this work
is claimed to be perfect by its author, or that he considers...
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