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*****. McClellan is to me one of the mysteries of the war. - Ulysses S. Grant Over the last 150 years, historians and Americans have endlessly debated
over the Civil War, including its causes and the best and worst generals. Nowhere has there been a sharper debate than over the career and legacy of
George McClellan, with a majority viewing him as the North s biggest goat and a small but vocal minority insisting that McClellan was a very good
general who was made a scapegoat by the Lincoln Administration and its supporters. Many members of the McClellan Society continue to assert
that McClellan would have ended the war in 1862 without the Administration s interference. In 1861, McClellan was looked upon as a hero and even
possibly a savior. Dubbed The Young Napoleon, the 35 year old had been a prodigy at West Point, finishing in second place in the Academy s most
famous class, the Class of 1846. AGer earning praise for his service in the Mexican-American War, McClellan had a short but successful career in the
railroad industry and had been a foreign observer at the siege of Sevastopol.during the Crimean War. At the outbreak of the Civil War, there was no
question that McClellan was one of the brightest and most experienced of the North s generals. Ultimately, of course, McClellan went from hero to
goat, at least in the eyes of President Lincoln, who famously wrote that McClellan has the slows. It was a sharp critique of McClellan s cautious
movements, but McClellan was also faulted for conservative battlefield leadership in the Peninsula Campaign and at Antietam. McClellan also
constantly overestimated his opponent...
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