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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****. Dr. G. W. Prothero s German Opinion and German Policy before the War is a very useful and well-informed sketch of the growth of German
ambitions and of the diplomatic antecedents of the war, developing the theory that recent events in southeastern Europe . are not to be regarded,
as some have regarded them, as aAerthoughts, or as the desperate eBorts of a power thwarted in other directions (Preface); they indicate, rather,
the fundamental aim of German policy (p. 84). The domination of the nearer and middle east was the essential object of their diplomacy and their
gigantic military preparations. It will be many years before the publication of archives will enable us to settle this question, and it is possible that no
amount of evidence will provide a categorical answer. German policy has been the expression of diverse interests, and we find it diBicult to believe
that the domination of the Balkans and of Turkey was the fundamental object of Hamburg or East Prussia, of Herr Ballin or of Count Reventlow. To
German shipping interests Morocco, the possession of which, as Dr. Prothero points out, would have enabled Germany to threaten our
communications with South Africa and our trade with South America, was more than the Berlin to Baghdad route; the East Prussian is more intent
on Poland and Courland; and Bavaria on direct access to the sea through Antwerp. Mittel-Europa and its Asiatic extension appeals, no doubt, to
central Germany, and might be a via media for its extremes. Further, a central power, bent on expansion, inevitably tends to follow the line of least
resistance; and a Germany, flanked by Russia and France, and shut in by British sea-power,...
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