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*****.Excerpt from Technologic Papers of the Bureau of Standards, Vol. 153: Area Measurement of Leather As leather-measuring machines do not
enter into direct relationship with the ultimate consumer, their operation has, in general, not been given the close supervision by weights and
measures oBicials that is accorded the more common trade measuring instruments, such as weighing scales, capacity measures, and the like. On
this account, up to the time of the investigations reported in the present paper, no complete and suitable procedure for conducting tests of leather-
measuring machines had been developed; no tolerances were used, nor had any comparative study of types been made. The literature of this
subject is very meager. The best material available up to the time of the investigation by the Bureau is to be found in The Manufacture of Leather, by
Davis. The first edition of this book devotes a chapter of 12 pages to the subject of leather-measuring machines, including 13 figures and a list of
United States patents issued in the interval 1790-1883, inclusive. The material of this chapter is almost entirely descriptive, covering both obsolete
and existing types of leather-measuring machines. No information is given as to the performance possibilities or comparative operating accuracies
of the diBerent types. In the 1897 edition of the above-named work the space devoted to leather-measuring machines is reduced to four and one-
half pages by the elimination of a considerable amount of material descriptive of obsolete or undeveloped types of leather-measuring machines. In
this edition, only two illustrations arc given, one of a typical wheel machine and one of a pin machine. On account of the scarcity of satisfactory
illustrations of leather-measuring machines, both...
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