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***** But to return to the woman to whom | so shamelessly lied. It was in the evening of my last day in Reno. | had been out to the race-track
watching the ponies run, and had missed my dinner (i.e. the mid-day meal). | was hungry, and, furthermore, a committee of public safety had just
been organized to rid the town of just such hungry mortals as I. Already a lot of my brother hoboes had been gathered in by John Law, and | could
hear the sunny valleys of California calling to me over the cold crests of the Sierras. Two acts remained for me to perform before | shook the dust of
Reno from my feet. One was to catch the blind baggage on the westbound overland that night. The other was first to get something to eat. Even
youth will hesitate at an all-night ride, on an empty stomach, outside a train that is tearing the atmosphere through the snow-sheds, tunnels, and
eternal snows of heaven-aspiring mountains.
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