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amateur, are out-of-focus, distorted, dimmed by time. They are not reproductions of events. They are colored by prejudice and they reflect only the
angle from which they were shot. Two people remembering the same event, especially after many years, will, in general, perhaps agree. But not in
detail. These recollections which | set down, are snapshots from my youth and they are as true as any history, for history changes with the writer
and with the angle from which he examines his subject. Which brings me to ask: What do we mean by the truthMy mother held and did not hesitate
to express, strong opinions regarding politics and religion. When she was reminded by her children that other people held other opinions and might
be offended by her outspoken criticism of their beliefs, she would reply, Well, | only tell the truth! Indeed she told the truth as she saw it. My
brother, Frank, and 1, before his death in 1987, often said to each other, Do you remember. . . and found that we shared many recollections. In his
letters, too, he often wrote of happenings he remembered. | have quoted verbatim from one of his letters the story of when the wagon and team of
horses were swept into flooded Polecat Creek and he was thought to have been drowned. | am indebted to Frank for this and other memories he
shared with me. Why have | written this story I call Polecat Hill Well, like mountain climbers who climb mountains because they are there, my story
was there and | wrote it. And if you, the reader, glimpse a way of life that was but is...
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