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Springer-Verlag Gmbh Jun 2005, 2005. Buch. Condition: Neu. Neuware - This multidisciplinary reference takes the reader through all four major
phases of interdisciplinary inquiry: adequate conceptualization, rigorous formulation, substantive interpretation, and innovative implementation.
The text introduces a novel synthetic paradigm of public health reasoning and epidemic modelling, and implements it with a study of the infamous
14th century AD Black Death disaster that killed at least one-fourth of the European population. This book introduces a novel synthetic paradigm of
public health reasoning and epidemic modelling, and then implements it in the study of the infamous 14th century AD Black Death disaster that
killed at least one-fourth of the European population. The book starts by focusing on the intellectual context in which epidemic research takes
place, in a way that accounts for the interdisciplinary and multicultural trends of the emerging Conceptual Age. The authors maintain that for public
health scientists to function in an oHen complex environment, they should be aware of the divergent conceptions of knowledge and the
technological changes that these imply, the multiple and oHen uncertain databases available and their reliability, the diIerent styles of thinking
adopted by the disciplines involved, and the importance of developing sound interdisciplinary knowledge integration skills. A unique feature of the
book is that it takes the reader through all four major phases of interdisciplinary inquiry: adequate conceptualization (in terms of metaphors,
methodological principles, epistemic rules, and argumentation modes), rigorous formulation (involving sophisticated mathematical models),
substantive interpretation (in terms of correspondence principles between form and meaning), and innovative implementation (using advanced
systems technology and multi-sourced real world databases). This approach is then applied to scientifically advance the spatiotemporal
characterization of the Black Death epidemic, thus going beyond the sensationalistic narration of events found in other publications. The book
includes the most complete collection...
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