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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1869 Excerpt: . Section of Shell of Echinus. tends m layers United by e 0, portions of
a deeper layer. perpendicular pillars, but so arranged that the open spaces, or meshes, in one layer correspond to the solid structure in the next.
The spheroid of the Echinus is covered with spines, and both outside and inside by a contractile and extensile transparent membrane, which
supports the shelly plates at the poles, and dips between the bands but does not penetrate them. Its extensile nature admits of the addition of
calcareous matter to the edges of the plates when the animal is increasing in size. The membrane lining the interior of the shelly globe is tough; it
encloses the digestive organs, and forms a muscular lip to the mouth, which is armed with five triangular, sharp-pointed, white teeth, and
surrounded by five pairs VOL. 11. N of pinnate tubular tentacles. The outer margin of the lip is fringed with a circle of snake-headed pedicellariae
visible to the naked eye. The five teeth, whose sharp tips meet in a point when closed, are triangular prisms, the inner edge is sharp and fit for
cutting. Each tooth is planted upon a larger triangular socket, two sides of which are transversely grooved like a file, and as these two sides are in
close contact with the sides of the opposite socket, the food when cut by the small teeth is ground down by the sockets, and a salivary secretion
finishes the mastication....
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