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Roads and Canals Although I could not but be gratified, by the opinion, with several intelligent individuals expressed to me, that the letters, signed
Franklin, which | communicated for insertion in the Aurora, might produce some public advantage, if circulated in a pamphlet; yet | could not
persuade myself, to procure such a publication, because | did not consider the merit of the letters to be such, as to secure a sale, to the amount
even of the mere expense of printing. A number of public spirited persons, however, having defrayed the expense of an edition chiefly for gratuitous
circulation, I have cheerfully aided, in revising the succeeding pages, from the same motive, which induced me to write them - the desire to be
useful. It is very probable, that | never should have written a page on such a subject, if | had not acted as chairman, of the committee on roads and
internal navigation, during the session, of the legislature, of 1809-10: that situation made it my duty to seek for information, and also enabled me to
ascertain some of the causes of the backwardness of Pennsylvania, in undertaking Works for internal improvements. Having some leisure, |
communicated the result of my inquiries in the succeeding letters; for the imperfections of which, | can offer no other apologies, than, that the
subject was altogether new to me, a few months before | began to write, and that the means of information, at the command of any individual
whatever, are much more limited than is generally supposed....
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