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Delivered Before the Students of Irving College, Manchester, February 22d, 1859 Sion resigned, and he went back to be the solace and comfort of his
mother. History hardly furnishes a brighter example of strong filial love - and God, that He might set His seal of ap proval, in exemplification of the
precept and promise, Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee - ever aFer, crown
ed his lifc with success, in every undertaking. Oh that the youth of our land, would lay it to heart, ponder, and profit by it, that the brightest and
noblest, the most exalted trait of character, in the loFiest specimen of humanity God ever raised up, was deferential regard to the wishes of a
mother. How im portant a lesson in this fast age, when the youth, almost with his first boots, puts on a disregard of a mother s admonition, and
boasts within himself that he has grown to be too large to be under the control of a woman! In true greatness, as the life and soul expands, respect
for parents, expands. Disobedience is the crying sin of this age; hence no more important lesson could be given, than that of George Washington s
noble example. When a youth feels that he is too large to be under a mother s in?uence, let him re?ect that that thought is a sign of his littleness, not
his greatness: It is the small fish that escape from the net, not the large ones. A mother s in?uence and love, al ways lead to true greatness and glory,
and when...
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