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*xxxx Excerpt from Manual of the Vine Until recently, from our own hardy native production, we have not been able to realize the aptness and force
of those living illustrations in the word of light and life, where the vine is used to give a notion of something more joyous and good than language
has yet been rich enough to symbolize. Vines of spontaneous growth are abundant throughout the whole Indian-corn growing region of our
country. We have varieties innumerable, many of them so characteristically different, that by botanists they have been considered distinct species,
producing fruit which ripens at all periods, from the middle of August to the first of November, and of every hue from amber green (or white ) to
intense black. But north of Mason Dixon s line none of them have given fruit of such excellence as to excite any sympathy with those outbursts of
gladness which Pagans and Christians in the vine-growing regions of Europe have always manifested at the approach of the grape season. At the
South, especially in Carolina and Georgia, some very excellent varieties are grown to considerable extent, of which the Herbemont may be taken as
a type. This variety had received but little notice until more fully introduced by Mr. N. Herbemont, | believe about the year 1825, who was a zealous
pioneer in wine-making. The Original Herbemont s Madeira, is still growing at Columbus, South-Carolina. The origin of the Isabella is also claimed
for South-Carolina, although no trace of it is now found growing wild. Its introduction marks a long stride in American grape-growing. Wherever it
has become established, northern seedlings have, perforce of great inferiority,...
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