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abstract: The basic problem facing anyone trying to understand contempory world politics is that there is so much material to look at that it is
diGicult to know which things matter and which do not. Where on earth would you start if you wanted to explain the most important political
processes Whenever individuals are faced with such a problem they have to resort to theories, whether they are aware of them or not. A theory is
not simply some grand formal model with hypotheses and assumptions; rather a theory is some kind of simplifying device that allows us to decide
which facts matter and which do not. (Baylis, Smith 1997: 3) The aim of this paper is to explain the outbreak of the Iraq War in 2003 with the help of a
theory called Rationalist Institutionalism, which is one school of thought in International Relations. Firstly, the paper will explain the Iraq Case more
closer: what is the object of contention, which is the dependent variable, who are the relevant actors and finally how the course of conflict and the
conflict management looked like before the war in 2003 broke out and during the war. Secondly, the paper will introduce Rationalist
Institutionalism as one school of thought of International Relations. The paper will look at relevant structures and actors in Rationalist
Institutionalism and furthermore present main hypotheses and causal mechanisms followed by the relevant variables...
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