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natural size.) NEW CHARACTERS OF M0SASAUR0ID REPTILES. By Professor O. C. Marsh. WITH A PLATE. The Mosasauroid reptiles are so rare in
Europe that the type specimen described by Cuvier still remains the most perfect yet discovered there, and the only one from which important
characters have been made out. In this country, however, this group attained a marvelous development, and was represented by several families,
and numerous genera and species. The abundance of specimens is perhaps best illustrated by the fact that the Museum of Yale College contains
remains of not less than 1,400 distinct individuals. In not a few of these, the skeleton is nearly if not quite complete, so that every part of its
structure can be determined with almost absolute certainty. From this store of material, I have already made out various characters of these
reptiles, and in the present communication several others are recorded, which have escaped the attention of previous observers. The subject is by
no means exhausted. The Sternum. The absence of a sternum has been asserted by Cope to be one of the important characters of the Mosasauroid
reptiles, f and this statement has been accepted by some authors. Several specimens, however, in the Yale Museum, one of which is figured in Plate
I, figure...
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