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presents an innovative poetic theory that is at the same time an innovative conception of human nature, anticipating the Romantic poets by more
than two centuries. For Sidney, the creative power of the poet is the power to regenerate the reader and, through the reader, the entire world. While
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process by which human beings were first thought to be endowed with the power to create--in Sidneys day a power still reserved for God alone.
Showing that secularist accounts of modernity cannot explain the development of Sidneys idea of creativity, Mack offers a version of the birth of
modernity in which sacred and secular values are not necessarily opposed. Unlike previous accounts, his accommodates what are now recognized
to be the continuities between medieval and Renaissance culture, between the Renaissance and Romanticism, and between theological
speculation and literary theory. Sidneys Poetics is essential reading not only for students and scholars of Renaissance literature and literary theory
but also for all who want to understand how human beings write and read creatively. ABOUT...
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