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Scientific Publishers, 2000. Hardcover. Condition: New. In the present scenario, the plant resources of the world are depleting at alarming rate due
to ever increasing population and thoughtless development. The pace of depletion was relatively higher between 1981 - 1990. Astonishingly, such
fast rate of deforestation has not been noticed before in any other decade. The total forest area was about 3600 million hectare in eighties. In
addition, there were 1700 million hectares of woodlands not classified as forests. In all, about 40 per cent of the world`s land surface is still under
some type of tree cover. But despite the large size of this resource, its management is posing great challenge to the planners, policy makers and the
resource managers in developing countries like India. In the beginning, much attention was not paid towards conservation of forests as a result,
minor forest produce was almost completely ignored. It is only since eighties that medicinal plants have become one of the main concerns of the
world conservation organisations. Of the 25 million species of flowering plants worldwide, only 20,000 have so far been listed as being of known
medicinal value and only 5,000 have been phytochemically analysed. Through indiscriminate exploitation, destruction of habitats, excessive use of
harmful chemicals, a number of plant species have already disappeared while others await a similar fate, at times, even without our being aware of
their existence. Today, the earth is on the verge of experiencing an alarming extinction of valuable plant species. Nearly 60,000 higher plant species
or one in four of the world`s total could become extinct or near-extinct by the middle of the next century. According to an estimate of threatened
Plants Committee of International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) about 10 per cent (20 - 30,000) of...
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