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employees rather than audits. Therefore, we believe another useful fraud prevention measure would be providing individuals performing
environmental testing with appropriate contacts to report possible misconduct ( e. g., OIG Hotline ). Suggestion-Pursue and publicize all means of
providing individuals performing environmental testing with appropriate contacts to report possible misconduct ( One example is the OIG Hotline
pocketcard which lists contacts for reporting fraud. ). Automated QA Tools A key element in the effective oversight of laboratory data is the
evaluation of analytical results through data screening or validation. During our review, we learned about various automated data processing tools
that have been, or are being, developed. The applicability of these tools varies by the level of automation of the analytical procedure. One such tool
developed for the Superfund program is Computer-Aided Data Review and Evaluation ( CADRE ). This software is only applicable to electronic data
deliverables ( EDD ) reported by a CLP or CLP-equivalent program. In our September 1995 audit report on EPA oversight of federal facility data
quality assurance, we encouraged EPA to adopt greater reliance on automated data validation for data serving as the basis for site remediation
decisions. We learned that the Air Force Center for Environmental Excellence now requires EDD for analytical services under some of its contracts to
enable use of automated data validation programs. We also learned of other automated data screening tools which look for patterns in a data set
that may not be predictable or observable by conventional data review techniques. Data mining is the collective term for these tools which use
statistical algorithms to discover patterns in data. Data mining is receiving widespread attention for business...
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