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***x* Excerpt from Composition for Elementary Schools a Composition Grammar Two widely different methods of teaching composition are found
in schools. One, the strictly technical method, makes constant use of the principles of rhetoric and grammar, and ignores the gain in power that
may come to the pupil from the frequent and unfettered expression of his thoughts and experiences. The other reverses the process, trusting to the
frequency of the act of composition to bring the pupil to a state of accuracy in his use of English. It is not likely that a great number of teachers rely
wholly upon either one of these methods of instruction; but very few have been able to make a rational combination of the two, so that principles
learned at any time may be used at once and thus become fixed as habit. More progress has been made in the case of rhetoric than in that of
grammar, for while unity and the accompanying qualities of a theme have been taught to pupils as guiding principles of composition, a thorough
and effective knowledge of syntax has often not been deemed necessary, or, perhaps, has been sought in the isolated study of grammar. Something
may indeed be accomplished by such study, but it is the least economical method, and the one least likely to have an effect on oral and written
language. This means of teaching the technique of the sentence has had its trial. While it may be true that the country was never so grammar-mad
as it was once spelling-mad, it is yet true that grammar as an isolated study had, for a long time, its due share of attention in the...
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