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towards the aperture that served for a window as the face of Mark Clements appeared at it, and then turned half round upon his stool, without
speaking. Good evening, said the lad, aEer a brief pause. The stranger did not speak or move. Our shipmate has gone to see your brother hermit,
said Clements, with a smile. Ain t you mates? he inquired, aEer a pause, on finding that he received no reply. The stranger made an impatient
movement, but remained silent. What is the other s name? inquired the provoking boy. At this question the man rose quickly, and strode towards
the window with such a stern look upon his face that Clements drew back in haste, and retreated to the spot where Dale was waiting for him. But
the lad misapprehended the convict s purpose. There was a wooden shutter, which ran in an internal groove, and this the man slid, closing the
window against further intrusion, and securing the shutter with a pin made of a large nail. I can t get a word out of him, said Clements, as he joined
his companion. He is another of the grey-shirted gentry; but I suppose they have quarrelled, as they can t agree even to live on the same side of the
island. It is strange! said Dale; they probably came together, and yet, with no other neighbours or mates, they have...
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