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Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 1991. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. 1 Map & 2 B/w Illustrations (illustrator). Reprint. 15 X 23. The
events of the period between 1761 after the battle of Panipat and the anti-British uprising 1857 that led to the establishment of British sovereignty in
India, were marked by power politics and intrigues. This period of the 'Twilight of the Moghuls' saw the corrosion of power of the descendants of the
house of Timur, ultimately confirming their nominal authority to the areas in and around Delhi. Set against this background, Percival Spear has
admirably described in all its grim detail the story of the Late Mughul Delhi which was intimately bound up with this drama. Starting his studies,
with a sketch of the 'Kingdom of Delhi' between 1761 and 1803 when the kingdom went under the control of the Marathas until the British conquest,
Percival Spear has tried to analyse the factors leading to the British domination. The second part of the book deals with the period between 1803
and 1857 and consists of three sections: the Mughuls and the British, the international life of the Mughul family, and the British administration of the
Delhi territory. While the first two sections seek to show the intimate details of life of the period, the third describes Sir Charles Metcalfe's 'Delhi
System' which was the foundation of his reputation and shows 'how that system had the defects of its virtues and how the desire for improvement
led to harmful interference.' The study is completed by the picture of Delhi during and immediately aHer 1857. The accounts given by Dr. Spear in
these chapters are 'brief and accurate' and he approaches the story from a refreshingly new angle. In this rare penetration to the analysis of the
character of Bahadur Shah,...
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