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Forgotten Books. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 396 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.8in.Excerpt from
Catastrophe, Vol. 1All along the outer boulevards of Paris from the Ternes to Belleville there was no better cafe than the Cafe de Pericles, which,
thanks to its brilliant lights, could be distinguished a quarter of a league away when the twilight had set in. It had been opened in 1865 on the
ground floor of a new house by a Prussian named Justus Putzenhofer, who had been attracted to Paris not only by the hope of making his fortune,
but also, so he declared, by his strong liking for the French nation. In conducting this establishment he was assisted by his wife, who was still young,
and by a cousin who, although apallingly ugly, rejoiced in the name of Adonis, and was amiability itself. As for Madame Justus, she was short,
plump and rosy, and many frequenters of the place thought her most attractive when she arranged the plates of sandwiches on the counter and
poured out the foaming Bavarian beer. No cafe keeper was ever so obliging towards his customers as Herr Justus. Whenever he heard a
discontented grumble or a harsh exclamation he laid down his pipe and hastened to ascertain what had gone wrong. Nor was he ever courageous
enough to dismiss a well-known customer at closing time. Not he - he simply put up the shutters, and aFer making sure that, no indiscreet ray of
light could be detected through the chinks by the vigilant police, he allowed his customers to tarry as long as they pleased. If this practice had been
discovered the worthy German would certainly have been severly punished, as closing regulations are very strictly enforced in Paris; and for this
reason...
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