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Audible Studios on Brilliance, 2016. CD-Audio. Condition: New. Unabridged. Language: English . Brand New. In 1963, President John F. Kennedy
delivered an historic speech on mental illness and retardation. He described sweeping new programs to replace the shabby treatment of the many
millions of the mentally disabled in custodial institutions with treatment in community mental health centers. This movement, later referred to as
deinstitutionalization, continues to impact mental health care. Though he never publicly acknowledged it, the program was a tribute to Kennedy s
sister Rosemary, who was born mildly retarded and developed a schizophrenia-like illness. Terrified she d become pregnant, Joseph Kennedy
arranged for his daughter to receive a lobotomy, which was a disaster and leF her severely retarded. FiFy years aFer Kennedy s speech, E. Fuller
Torrey s audiobook provides an inside perspective on the birth of the federal mental health program. On staG at the National Institute of Mental
Health when the program was being developed and implemented, Torrey draws on his own first-hand account of the creation and launch of the
program, extensive research, one-on-one interviews with people involved, and recently unearthed audiotapes of interviews with major figures
involved in the legislation. As such, this book provides historical material previously unavailable to the public. Many now wonder why public mental
illness services are so ineGective. At least one-third of the homeless are seriously mentally ill, jails and prisons are grossly overcrowded, largely
because the seriously mentally ill constitute 20 percent of prisoners, and public facilities are overrun by untreated individuals. As Torrey argues, it is
imperative to understand how we got here in order to move forward towards providing better care for the most vulnerable.
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