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Prominent Statesmen, Property Holders, Real Estate Lawyers and Scientific Men Upon the Importance of the State Survey The Faculty of the
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, being informed that a bill repealing the act authorizing the State survey is now before your honorable body,
respectfully state that the discontinuance of the survey would be very much regretted by civil engineers and surveyors who require accurate
measurements and maps in the execution of their professional duties. Gross errors in the old surveys of the State from which the existing general
and county maps are made, are now brought forcibly before the public by the report of the Board of Commissioners and Director Of the State
Survey; but civil engineers have long since recognized the fact that the present system of land surveys of the State is hopelessly bad. The method of
chain and compass surveying was well adapted to the condition of the country in its early settlement; but extended triangulation is now absolutely
necessary to establish a proper basis and system of checks for local surveys. In no other way can the requisite degree of accuracy in measurements
be secured. Until permanent monuments are located with precision and at frequent intervals through out the State, there will be no great
improvement in certainty or security of public or private boundaries, nor can reliable county maps be made. Grave pecuniary losses are constantly
occurring in consequence of imperfect surveys and maps, and the total loss to citizens doubtless exceeds many times the cost of a perfect survey of
the State while at the same time the character of the engineering profession has been lowered by being obliged to determine upon important
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