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Excerpt: . .. facilities. After DOE concludes its on-site tasks, the site is to be turned back over to the state and the NRC license is to be reinstated and
or terminated following decommissioning. Until then, under the terms of the West Valley Act and a 1981 memorandum of understanding with DOE,
NRC is to provide informal review and consultation and is authorized to prescribe decontamination and decommissioning criteria for the site. West
Valley must also comply with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 ( NEPA ), which requires integrated environmental planning leading to
the choice of a preferable cleanup alternative, and a 1987 Stipulation of Compromise Settlement with the Coalition on West Valley Nuclear Wastes
and the Radioactive Waste Campaign, which resulted from litigation concerning DOEs on-site disposal of wastes generated by the project. The
stipulation required DOE to conduct a full environmental impact study under NEPA, instead of the less detailed environmental assessment the
Department had considered sufficient. Additionally, EPA and the states Department of Environmental Conservation have oversight responsibilities
at the site. For example, under authorization from EPA, the state regulates radioactive air emissions under the Clean Air Act and the hazardous
components of radioactive mixed wastes under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 ( RCRA ). DOE has almost completed vitrifying
the high-level wastes at West Valley, High-Level Waste overcoming numerous technological challenges along the way. Vitrification Is Vitrification
has enhanced the sites environmental, safety, and health status, and on the basis of our examination of DOE data and reports,...
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