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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.Excerpt from Through Fairy Halls of My Bookhouse Once upon a time there stood far away in the west country a town called Stumpinghame. It
contained seven windmills, a royal palace, a market place, and a prison, with every other convenience befitting the capital of a kingdom. A capital
city was Stumpinghame, and its inhabitants thought it the only one in the world. It stood in the midst of a great plain, which for three leagues round
its walls was covered with corn, flax and orchards. Beyond that lay a great circle of pasture land, seven leagues in breadth, and it was bounded on
all sides by a forest so thick and old that no man in Stumpinghame knew its extent; and the opinion of the learned was, that it reached to the end of
the world. There were strong reasons for this opinion. First, that forest was known to be inhabited time out of mind by the fairies, and no hunter
cared to go beyond its borders - so the west country believed it to be solidly full of old trees to the heart. Secondly, the people of Stumpinghame
were no travellers - man, woman, and child had feet so large and heavy that it was by no means convenient to carry them far. Whether it was the
nature of the place or the people, I cannot tell, but great feet had been the fashion there time immemorial, and the higher the family the larger were
they. It was, therefore, the aim of everybody above the degree of shepherds, and such-like rustics, to swell out and enlarge their feet by way of
gentility; and so successful...
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