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approaching almost to demoniacal fury, and at times so completely overmastering the animal that
it falls a victim to its own outburst of wrath. This insane ferocity, its great strength, and its habit of
associating itself with its congeners in large and formidable bands, render it an object of great
dread to the natives of Guinea, who, unless well-armed, and in large numbers, will never enter the
forests frequented by the mandrill. THE AFRICAN BIRDS. Taking leave of the mammals of Africa, we
come now to a brief review of some of its principal birds. One of the most characteristic of these is
the Secretarybird, which derives its name from a fancied resemblance of its occipital crest of
feathers to pens stuck behind a writer s ear. It is also, and more appropriately, known as the
Serpent-eater. In the arid plains and dry thickets which...
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