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***** Fighting as hard as he can, Lieutenant Donnar of the Kentarian Vanguard watches as the village of Kentara is torn down despite the best
efforts of its soldiers. Donnar sees friends and comrades killed by the beasts called Olmak, a troop of enraged eight and nine foot tall apemen. For
years, the Kentarians have hunted the beasts for sport. Nineteen year-old Donnar soon realizes fighting the beasts head up is futile, the Vanguard
cannot win. But the creatures rage is justified, Donnar concludes and he offers this: we should never have hunted them. Then, one night, Donnar
and his squad of Vanguard lead over two thousand people out of the village to temporary safety in the nearby Grinder Crags, a series of jagged
mountains rising thousands of feet above the permanent snow line. There, they face a choice: travel over the mountains and into the unknown or
die at the hands of man-eating Olmak. Donnar leads the people over the mountains and into a valley of untold beauty and fertility. The animals are
virtually unafraid of the newcomers. Fish can be fed by hand and easily caught for food. The valley is almost an island, surrounded by high
mountains on three sides and the ocean to the west. Here they begin rebuilding what Donnar calls New Kentara. But another man, Jama, the
driving force behind the priests of the Zaharian faith, splits the people into those who follow Donnar and those who believe in Zarah, goddess of
Nature and fertility, and are willing to do as Jama counsels. Jama preaches they should make peace with the Olmak, but Donnar suggests that
creatures who have developed a taste for human...
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