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***** |s it your ambition to become great in any particular field, to attain to fame and honor, and thereby to happiness and contentment? Is it your
ambition, for example, to become a great orator, to move great masses of men, to receive their praise, their plaudits? Then remember that there
never has been, there never will, in brief, there never can be a truly great orator without a great purpose, a great cause behind him. You may study
in all the best schools in the country, the best universities and the best schools of oratory. You may study until you exhaust all these, and then seek
the best in other lands. You may study thus until your hair is beginning to change its color, but this of itself will never make you a great orator. You

may become a demagogue, and, if self-centred, you inevitably will; for this is exactly what a demagogue is, -a great demagogue, if you please, than
which it is hard for one to call to mind a more contemptible animal, and the greater the more contemptible. But without laying hold of and building
upon this great principle you never can become a great orator. Call to mind the greatest in the world s history, from Demosthenes-Men of Athens,
march against Philip, your country and your fellow-men will be in early bondage unless you give them your best service now-down to our own
Phillips and Gough, -Wendell Phillips against the traffic in human blood, John B. Gough against a slavery among his fellow-men more hard and
galling and abject than the one just spoken of; for by it the body merely is in bondage,...
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