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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Anniversary
Address Delivered Before the Alumni Association of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Medical Department of Columbia College, New York
City: March 2d, 1869 We will allude to but one other of the many advantages suggested by faithfully kept records throughout all the States the
formation of fife Tables, exhibiting the probabilities or expectation of life; upon which are based those beneficent institutions, now becoming quite
popular in this country, (as they have long been in England and on the continent, ) [fife Assurance and Annuity Societies. It may not be generally
known, that until recently in Massachusetts, we have hereto fore been indebted wholly to foreign registration (the Carlisle and Northumberlancl
tables) for their establishment! Such should not continue the humiliating fact. Again, from the very imperfect Registration now established in this
country, our statistics represent human life, in the United States, of shorter duration than in England. But as it might be expected, says an English
statistician, from the similarity of the human organization that all classes would, ceteris paribus, live, on an average, the same number of years, it
becomes important to ascertain whether this be the case, and if it be not, to deter mine to what extent life is shortened under unfavorable cir
cumstances. The Life Table answers this purpose, and is, says the same authority, as indispensible in sanitary inquiries, as the barometer or
thermometer and other instruments in physical research. By this simple method, the mean duration of life, uncertain as it appears to be, and as it is
with refer ence to individuals, can be determined with the greatest accu racy in nations, and in still smaller communities. Upon applying it to...
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