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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.*Includes pictures *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading World War II was fought on a scale unlike anything before
or since in human history, and the unfathomable casualty counts are attributable in large measure to the carnage inflicted between Nazi Germany
and the Soviet Union during Hitler s invasion of Russia and Stalin s desperate defense. The invasion came in 1941 following a nonaggression pact
signed between the two in 1939, which allowed Hitler to focus his attention on the west without having to worry about an attack from the eastern
front. While Germany was focusing on the west, the Soviet Union sent large contingents of troops to the border region between the two countries,
and Stalin s plan to take territory in Poland and the Baltic States angered Hitler. By 1940, Hitler viewed Stalin as a major threat and had made the
decision to invade Russia: In the course of this contest, Russia must be disposed of.Spring 1941. The quicker we smash Russia the better. (Hoyt, p.
17) In the warm predawn darkness of June 22, 1941, 3 million men waited along a front hundreds of miles long, stretching from the Baltic coast of
Poland to the Balkans. Ahead of them in the darkness lay the Soviet Union, its border guarded by millions of Red Army troops echeloned deep
throughout the huge spaces of Russia. This massive gathering of Wehrmacht soldiers from Adolf Hitler s Third Reich and his allied states - notably
Hungary and Romania - stood poised to carry out Operation Barbarossa, Hitler s surprise attack against the country of his putative ally, Soviet
dictator Joseph Stalin. The Soviets were so caught by surprise at the...
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