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Gossip, Vol. 5: An Illustrated Monthly Record of Nature, Country-Lore and Applied Science; Nov., 1898 It is almost impossible here to give
instructions as to the best method of dealing with every individual case, as each material requires some what diJerent treatment. It may, however,
be stated that, as a rule, the foreign-matter mixed with the diatoms consists of lime and its com pounds, or of extremely fine particles of silicious
matter. The lime may be removed either by hydrochloric acid, or by repeated washings with cold pure rain or distilled water. Lime dissolves but
very sparingly in hot water, more readily in cold, and aKer the preparation has been allowed to stand for a day, the clear water will have become
milky. This cloudy ?uid must be poured oJ from the sediment, and clear water added, day aKer day, until no further cloudiness is to be observed.
This is a very tedious process, and the operator will probably prefer the use of hydrochloric acid. When all has. Been done it is almost invariably
better to, give.the preparation a boil with carbonate of soda. Bring it to a boil, not much more; three or four minutes will then suJice, for if longer
continued the diatoms will certainly suJer. A lump of common soda about the size of a walnut will be suJicient for one pint of water if the
preparation be tolerably clean, for half-a-pint if it be somewhat dirty. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format...
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