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Newcastle is not your average northern city. Visitors and locals are oFen surprised by what they find, whether it be the elegance of Grey Street, the
unexpected timber-framed merchants houses of the 1650s Sandhill, the charming cathedral church of St Nicholas or the magnificent Tyne bridges.
Newcastle was a major medieval town, a place of trade and industry long before Manchester, Leeds or Liverpool rose to significance. For centuries
the formidable medieval walls defined this town. Amongst the best in Europe, some impressive sections of this wall remain, recalling the town of
old. Other reminders are the new castle with its keep and Blackgate, the historic streets with their ancient names and the age old phrase of
pointless pursuit: coals to Newcastle , recalling the lucrative trade that made Newcastle the spacious, extended, infinitely populous place of Daniel
Defoe s time. OJicially Newcastle has only been a city since 1882 and the home to the beloved Newcastle United for ten years less than that, but
both are still aJectionately the Toon in the hearts of the Geordies. In truth Newcastle has come a long way from its quayside origins as the town (or
toon) that hugged the steeply rising banks of the Tyne for centuries. As late as 1830 this riverside area was still the hub of the town, enclosed within
the walls that stretched up the hill. Here within the northerly sections of the wall there was still much open space where a friary and nunnery had
once stood. A decade later these open spaces had been filled with grand new streets of classical design courtesy of the builder Richard Grainger. A
new monument dedicated to Earl Grey...
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