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Demand *****. The St. Lawrence and Great Lakes system was the most efficient route to the interior of the continent of North America. Large
waterways allowed for substantial sailing vessels to trade and maintain contact with Native allies from Montreal to the Mississippi with minimal
portages and transshipment in smaller boats. The one great obstacle along the chain of waterways was Niagara Falls whose dramatic height
required some control of the land to allow for a portage around the escarpment and the falls to the lakes beyond. The strategic importance of this
area led to the construction of several forts at the mouth of the river in an attempt to control this critical water route. Fort Niagara is a fortification
originally built to protect the interests of New France in North America. It is located near Youngstown, New York, on the eastern bank of the Niagara
River at its mouth, on Lake Ontario. Rene-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle built the first French structure, called Fort Conti, in 1678. In 1687, the
Governor of New France, the Marquis de Denonville, constructed a new fort, a small wooden complex, at the former site of Fort Conti. He named it
Fort Denonville and posted a hundred men there. In 1726, the first stone structure, a two storey building was constructed on the same site. It was a
critical post for fur trade and defensive works against the Iroquois. The fort played a significant part in the French and Indian War, and suffered the
only European-style siege in North America in 1759. It fell to the British in a nineteen day siege in July 1759, called the Battle of Fort Niagara. Fort
George was...
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