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ARCHAEOPRESS, United Kingdom, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 210 x 148 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. At last we reached a
circular enclosure among the grass and scanty trees. We rushed in and it was like getting into a tropical greenhouse with the roof off. There were tall
trees and long creepers making monkey ropes, large flowers hanging, great cactus trees, aloes and all sorts of beautiful things crowded together, so
that one could hardly squeeze through. I should have liked to stop and stare at the vegetation but on we rushed, over walls and to the tower we had
heard of, which is close to the outer wall. We did not stay even to walk round the tower but out we rushed again, like people who were taking a
stolen look into an enchanted garden and were afraid of being bewitched if we remained.It was quite dark and we had to be guided by shouts to our
camp and got home in a state of great wonder and delight and hope of profitable work and full assurance of the great antiquity of the ruins.
Theodore was not very well and had to take quinine. [M.V.A. Bent, 4 June 1891] Thus a few lines from Mabel (Mrs J. Theodore) Bent s 1891 African
travel diary on her arrival at Great Zimbabwe (in present-day Zimbabwe), written for her family, serve to evoke the romance and hardships of
colonial exploration for a Victorian audience. Of particular importance are Mabel s previously unpublished notebooks covering the couple s
arduous wagon trek to these famous ruins, in part sponsored by the ambitious Cecil Rhodes. Theodore Bent s interpretations of these wonderful
monuments sparked a controversy (one of several this maverick archaeologist was involved in over his short career) that still divides scholars...
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