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Pen Sword Books Ltd, United Kingdom, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. There is no other city in France
that has the same associations in time of conflict that the British have with Arras. Since the campaigns of John Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough,
in the early 18th century, British soldiers have fought in and around Arras, occasionally as an enemy but, more often, as defenders of French and
Allied democracy. Battlefield visitors to the area will immediately recognize the names of towns and villages that were as significant to the men of
Marlborough s army as they were to those who fought in the First and Second World Wars. This book serves both as guide to the Second World War
battlefields that surround the city and its environs as well as detailing the actions of the British armoured attack of 21 May 1940 . The book looks at
the strategic situation that led up to the famous Arras counter-stroke and, using material that has not been published before, examines the British
and German actions between 20 and 23 May. The only Victoria Cross action that took place during this time is looked at in detail; as is the fighting
that took place in Arras and during the breakout. Despite its shortcomings, the counter-stroke achieved the essential element of surprise and caused
widespread alarm amongst the German command and hit Rommel s 7th Panzer Division at precisely the moment when his armoured units were
ahead of the infantry and gunners. The British infantry fought well and both the Durham battalions were fortunate that their commanding officers
and senior NCOs were men who had already fought in one conflict and possessed the determination to rally their less experienced junior ranks and
fight on regardless. Such was the...
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