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***** Excerpt from Researches on Fungi, Vol. 2: Further Investigations Upon the Production and Liberation of Spores in Hymenomycetes In 1909
there was published my Researches on Fungi, which treated of the fruit-bodies of Hymenomycetes anti certain Ascomycetes considered a organs
for the production and liberation of spores. During the thirteen years which have elapsed since that time my investigations have been continued,
and | now propose to embody the results which have accumulated therefrom in three new volumes. The 1909 volume and these new volumes are to
be considered as parts of a larger work having the general title Researches on Fungi. Of this work the 1909 volume now becomes Volume | and the
present volume Volume Il. The third and fourth volumes are already in an advanced stage of preparation for the press. The morphological and
physiological facts which have come to light in the course of my researches have taught me that the adaptation of structure to function in the
higher fungi is just as remarkable as that found in the Phanerogamia. The form and arrangement of parts exhibited in the sporophore of the
Common Mushroom and its allies appear to be no less beautifully fitted for the efficient production and liberation of spores than are the form and
arrangement of Orchid flowers for securing successful pollination by insects. Ample evidence supporting this conclusion will, | believe, be found in
the pages of this book. The analysis of the hymenium of Panaeolus campanulatus, as described in Chapter X, will perhaps enable the reader to
comprehend, in a manner not hitherto possible, how millions of hyphae combine their activities to produce the spore-stream which is emitted...
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