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shut ourselves in an office, nature sends her messengers. The light, the dark, the moon, the cloud, the rain, the wind, the falling leaf, the fly, the
bouquet, the bird, the cockroach-they are all ours. If one is to be happy, he must be in sympathy with common things. He must live in harmony with
his environment. One cannot be happy yonder nor tomorrow: he is happy here and now, or never. Our stock of knowledge of common things should
be great. Few of us can travel. We must know the things at home. -from The Meaning of the Nature-study Movement To feel that one is a useful and
cooperating part in nature is to give one kinship, and to open the mind to the great resources and the high enthusiasms. Here arise the fundamental
common relations. Here arise also the great emotions and conceptions of sublimity and grandeur, of majesty and awe, the uplift of vast desires-
when one contemplates the earth and the universe and desires to take them into the soul and to express oneself in their terms; and here also the
responsible practices of life take root. -from The Holy Earth Before Wendell Berry and Aldo Leopold, there was the horticulturalist and botanist
Liberty Hyde Bailey (1858-1954). For Wendell Berry, Bailey was a revelation, a symbol of the nature-minded agrarianism Berry himself popularized.
For Aldo Leopold, Bailey offered a model of the scholar-essayist-naturalist. In his revolutionary work of eco-theology, The Holy Earth, Bailey
challenged the anthropomorphism-the people-centeredness-of a vulnerable world. A trained...
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