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Comparative Benefits Modeling Project: A Framework for Cost-Utility Analysis of Government Health Care Programs A fundamental obligation of
the public health community is to establish a rational perspective on health interventions. Whether it is an individual s perspective on how to
control daily risks to health or society s perspective on how to spend tax dollars for health, the wisest decisions are likely to emerge from the
broadest and most balanced perspectives. Health policymakers, in particular, must be able to view the entire range of interventions, preventive as
well as therapeutic, and to assess and compare health returns on the Nation s investment in these interventions. The problem, of course, is how to
compare diFerent kinds of returns on dissimilar interventions. In addressing this central question, the Comparative Benefits Modeling Project
proceeded on four general assumptions: Quantitative methods can aid decision making related to allocation of resources. Cost-eFectiveness
analysis (cea) and its derivative, cost-utility analysis (cua), have significant potential for this purpose, if carefully conducted and presented in an
appropriate (e. G., comparative) context. Many uncertainties are inherent in the conduct of most analyses of cost-eFectiveness; dealing with these
uncertainties could be facilitated through development of an appropriate model. Application of any such model on a regular basis and across a
range of issues would lead to gradual improvement in methods and an improved perspective on the relative returns to society of various health
programs. Accordingly, the Project set out to review the state of the art of cea and cua and to develop an appropriate model. To this end, it brought
together an expert panel of economists, physicians, public health specialists, and others concerned with health care resource allocation. Although...
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