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point must be made that most discussions of sea basing within the Ameri-can defense establishment have proceeded in sublime disregard of their
implications for traditional U. S. alliance relationships or security cooperation activities more 6 broadly. On the face of it, the sea-basing concept
implies a devaluation of the U. S. land-based overseas presence and raises uncomfortable questions about the extent and character of American
alliance commitments and tendencies toward unilateralism in political and military decision making. Recently, the Navy has shown signs of
recogniz-ing this problem by popularizing the notion of a Thousand-Ship Navy leveraging al-lied maritime capabilities to meet the transnational
security challenges of the current 7 environment. What this means in practical terms, however, remains quite unclear. More generally, it is plain
that a major disconnect persists between what might for con-venience be called the global posture perspective on U. S. overseas presence on the
one hand and the sea basing perspective on the other, reflecting the dominant role in the former of the Army and Air Force, and in the latter of the
Navy and Marine Corps. The United States needs a vision and strategy for overseas presence that is both fully joint and genuinely combined. While
impressive progress has indeed been made, it is clear that we are not yet at the end of that road. Notes...
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