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written in the first person through the eyes of a headmaster. The book abounds with the bright sounds and sights of country life through all the
seasons filtering through the closed world of inner-city school life. The headmaster recalls the boredom of his own early school lessons and
remembers the heart-stopping sounds of a threshing mill, unable to wait for the bell at end of day to ring. He hears, too, the call of the bell of
hammer on anvil ringing from the blacksmith s forge. The narrative follows the seasons and the changing face of nature through personal
observation. The book contains some images of remembered superstitions, such as the strong heady smell of elder flowers, flowers the narrator
used to fear in his school days, this together with a dread of witches, spells and magic potions. When he sees elder flowers fading, he remembers
cow parsley blowpipes and mouthfuls of elderberries in September in school and sees again faces dotted with purple splashes...
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