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The first utterances of every people are in verse, not verse in the sense of a definite arrangement of
syllables that inevitably strikes the ear as different from the prose arrangement, but words forced
into a rude kind of rhythm by being chanted again and again in worship of some god or over the
daily tasks that are shared in common. 1 Now whatever view may be held of the nature of ictus in
quantitative poetry, there can be no two opinions of the nature of the beat in music. In the most
primitive and the most sophisticated music alike, the down beat is the stressed beat--the placing of
the foot on the first syllable of the measure. We are all perfectly familiar with the transformation of
prose into rhythm by being chanted: --Our Father which art in Heaven...
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