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knowledge, and the practice and form of fiction known as realism related and what might realism mean as today s critics reconstruct it? In the wake
of Ian Watt s pioneering work, we tend to think of such questions as questions about the novel, and with the exception of the two framing pieces,
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exploration. The next three essays focus on works by Charles Dickens - Michael H. Levenson on David Copperfield, Robert M. Polhemus on The Old
Curiosity Shop, and Roger B. Henkle on Dombey and Son. They emphasize the role of cultural psychology in the writing and reception of this most
popular of nineteenth-century novelists and stress the novel s historical function in mediating between inner and outer life. Next come three
studies of realism: by John Bender on the political and epistemological implications of power and violence...
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