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***x* Excerpt from An Address of the Democratic Members of Congress From the State of Tennessee to Their Constituents Aaron V.Brown, Cave
Johnson, Hopkins L.Turney, Julius W.BlackweUy Abraham McCleUan, and Harvy M.Waiter son, to their constituents. Fellow-Citizens: Before this
reaches you, the term of our service as your representatives in Congress will have expired. In laying down the high and responsible trust which was
bestowed upon us with a generous confidence, we should not feel that we had discharged our whole duty if we failed to furnish you with the means
of thoroughly scrutinizing the principles which have guided us. We were indebted to your zealous devotion to democratic republicanism for the
distinguished honor we have enjoyed of representing you in the councils of the nation. Feeling conscious that the same devotion to democracy has
actuated us in the discharge of our duties, which animated you in conferring the trust, our earnest wish now is to satisfy you that your confidence
has not been abused. Economy In The Public Expenditures. At the head of republican virtues, we place a strict economy in the expenditure of the
public money. A departure from this principle is necessarily followed by corruption, and oppressive taxation. Extravagance can be indulged and
sustained only by high taxes, and is always accompanied by corruption. Our Government was designed to be plain, simple, and cheap in its
administration: making the least possible exactions upon the people for its support, and leaving the free energies of honest industry as little
trammelled as practicable. By this golden rule we are willing to be judged; and by it we shall, in turn, judge those who are soon to be...
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