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Willow Books/Aquarius Press, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Novel about the
decline of Detroit s famed Paradise Valley entertainment district, which experienced an artistic and economic Golden Age from the 1920s to mid-
1960s. Headliners included The Four Tops, Jackie Wilson and Della Reese. From the back cover: Detroit, 1956--Cars were rolling off the assembly
line, jobs were plentiful, and some great music was being created and performed in a district called Paradise Valley. The Valley s main artery,
Hastings Street, was the center of it all. Paradise Valley was an exciting collage of culture--jazz and blues, vice and illegal numbers running--a mecca
for after-hours establishments where blues greats like John Lee Hooker and jazz giants like Dizzy Gillespie often played until well into the morning
hours. Its businesses were mainly black-owned and everyone seemed to look out for one another. However, all that changed when urban renewal
caused Paradise Valley to recreate itself and to relocate in an age of racial segregation. When The Swan Sings On Hastings is a journey through the
underbelly of Paradise Valley, its circle of musicians, numbers runners, hustlers, business owners and the everyday inhabitants struggling to deal
with the loss of their neighborhood.
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