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lies the large and important class which forms the back-bone of every library worthy the name. Such books as come within it may indeed rise and
fall within comparatively narrow limits, according to circumstances, but as a rule they are stable, and in as much request as they have ever been.
They can be bought without fear of the future, and their temporary owner has therefore nothing to regret. It was John Hill Burton who laid it down
as an axiom that no good comes of gentlemen amateurs buying and selling, and though that may be perfectly true, and, as we believe, is so, yet it is
never wise to pay too much, and the consideration of what is too much immediately opens the door to those speculations which it has ever been
the fashion to decry, but which nevertheless cannot be ignored, especially in this democratic age. No one but those whose business it is can be
expected to know very much of the ups and downs of the book-market, but there is one rule which never fails, and that is to buy the best editions of
the best authors at the price prevailing at the moment, and to leave time to settle the balance of the account. In conclusion it...
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