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***** Hurricane Sandy caused extensive human suffering and damage to public and private property. In response to this catastrophic event,
Congress considered legislation to provide supplemental appropriations to federal disaster assistance programs. In addition, Congress considered
revisions to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (the Stafford Act, P.L. 93-288 as amended), which is the primary
source of authorities for disaster assistance programs for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). As a result, Congress passed the
Sandy Recovery Improvement Act of 2013, which was included as Division B of the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (P.L. 113-2). Division A of
P.L. 113-2 provided a $50.7 billion package of disaster assistance largely focused on responding to Hurricane Sandy. Additionally, Congress
increased the National Flood Insurance Program s borrowing authority by $9.7 billion (from $20.725 billion to $30.425 billion) (P.L. 113-1). Both of
these supplemental relief law are discussed separately in CRS Report R42869, FY2013 Supplemental Funding for Disaster Relief. This report
analyzes the provisions of the Sandy Recovery Improvement Act of 2013. In general, these provisions amend the Stafford Act with a stated goal of
improving the efficiency and quality of disaster assistance provided by FEMA. Briefly, the amendments to the Stafford Act include: Establishing a
new set of alternative procedures for administering the Public Assistance Program, which provides assistance for debris removal and the repair and
restoration of eligible facilities (Section 1102 of the Sandy Recovery Improvement Act of 2013); Authorizing FEMA to enter into agreements with
private owners of multi-family rental properties to expand post-disaster housing resources (Section 1103); Revising the administration of the
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, to include a possible advancement of 25...
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