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to the First Church of Christ in Hartford, March 19, 1903 The occasion on which we are met is certainly one of significance. The dissolution of a
venerable corporation that has served its Church and its community probably for two hundred and thirty-three years, is an episode of no ordinary
moment. It marks the termination of a relationship begun in the early days of this commonwealth and creditably continued through successive
generations to the present hour. If the Ecclesiastical Society - the transfer of whose property and rights to the First Church of Hartford we
commemorate to-night - has ceased to be the necessity that it once appeared for the maintenance of the temporal interests of the Church, and
seems therefore no longer desirable, we recognize, nevertheless, that it has served this Church long and well, and is deserving of grateful
remembrance on this occasion. We remember, also, however, that the matter of fundamental importance for which the First Church of Christ
stands in this Hartford community is the maintenance and development of the Kingdom of God through the worship, the sacraments, and the
spiritual life of those who are associated in or influenced by its fellowship. And hence any organizations or devices by which the expenses of the
Church are met, and its secular business managed, have simply a secondary and incidental importance in the accomplishment of the work which
the Church aims to do. The Church is the permanent and vitally essential institution; the Society is but a means by which, during part...
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