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GREEK LITERARY CRITICISM (CLASSIC REPRINT)

Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.Excerpt from Greek Literary Criticism The teacher had to be separated from the poet before criticism could begin: The rationalizing work of
Heracleitus of Miletus, the allegorical interpretations of Anaximander, Stesimbrotus and Anaxagoras, and the direct attacks of Xenophanes may be
said to have completed this preliminary work. Homer was not robbed of his authority, but bis infallibility had been called in question. He was
exposed to criticism, though to a criticism which primarily at least was not literary. A second and more potent obstacle was that Greek view of life
which may perhaps be termed the monistic view, - the idea that all activities must stand in immediate relation to a single definite end. The Greek
was always unwilling to accept co-ordination; he endeavoured to substitute for it a scheme of subordination. When this prevailing habit of mind is
accentuated by the entire absence of the conception of a world of imagination distinct from the world of common realities, it must inevitably oFer
strenuous resistance to the criticism of literature as literature. In Greece the first reflection on literary questions took the form of an attempt to find
poetry s due place in an already accepted scheme of life. That scheme was roughly identical with the City-state; and hence the first criticism was
devoted to an examination of the relations between literature and political life. It asked in eFect one of two questions. The loGier-minded critics
asked, Is literature compatible with the duty of a citizen? the more practical asked, Of what use is literature to a man engaged in politics? In other
words the attempt was made to subordinate literature either to the rules of...
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