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***x*_Charles Monroe Sheldon (February 26, 1857 - February 24, 1946) was an American minister in the Congregational churches and leader of the
Social Gospel movement. His novel, In His Steps, introduced the principle of What Would Jesus Do? which articulated an approach to Christian
theology that became popular at the turn of the 20th Century and had a revival almost one hundred years later. The stretch of US-24 on the north
side of Topeka, Kansas between US-75 and K-4 is named the Charles Sheldon Memorial Highway in his honor. Novel and theological influence: The
theme of the sermons was later fictionalized into the novel In His Steps. The central ethos of the novel was not about personal redemption but
about moral choices related to encountering circumstances of poverty and deprivation. Sheldon s theological motif reflected his socialist outlook.
Sheldon s own parish work became identified with the Social Gospel. Walter Rauschenbusch, widely viewed as the chief architect of the Social
Gospel, acknowledged the importance Sheldon placed on imitating Jesus. He saw the significance of Sheldon s work in bringing home the
realization that it is hard to live a Christ-like life, given the temptations of modern society. While Rauschenbusch found this awareness valuable, he
saw that it did not demand what he believed was a necessary transformation of social institutions.Sheldon was in touch with the concerns of
middle-class America at the end of the century. He saw his role as one of communication-to introduce his congregation and the wider public to the
ideas of Lyman Abbott, Richard Ely, George Herron, and Rauschenbusch. That was his intention in writing In His Steps. Of the social issues Sheldon
espoused during his lifetime, the...
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